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Water and Sanitation Services: 
Everyone’s Responsibility

EditorialYahya Hasan Al-Dabaa
Head of HUMAN ACCESS

Access to clean water, sanitation, and hygiene ser-
vices is not a privilege, but a human right. Access to 
these essential services is crucial for human health, 
survival, and sustainable development.

In Yemen, the ongoing conflict has disrupted pub-
lic services, particularly in the water and sanitation 
sector, and exacerbated the risks posed by climate 
change. According to the 2026 Yemen Humanitarian 
Response Plan, more than 14 million people require 
assistance with water, sanitation, and hygiene.

Ensuring equitable and inclusive access to wa-
ter, sanitation, and hygiene services is everyone’s 
responsibility. This is essential to protect the health, 
dignity, and well-being of Yemenis, strengthen the 
resilience of the most vulnerable communities, and 
support recovery, stability, and peace in Yemen, 
one of the world’s most water-scarce countries and 
among the most fragile and vulnerable to climate 
change. 

For this reason, HUMAN ACCESS association 
prioritizes water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) 

programs and projects, especially in the most vulner-
able communities. We are committed to fulfilling our 
responsibilities to improve access to safe, reliable, 
and sustainable water and sanitation services for 
people and communities across Yemen.

Through successful partnerships with donors, the 
association is expanding its WASH and climate 
response and reaffirms its commitment to support-
ing sustainable solutions in this vital sector. This 
ensures the sustainability of these essential servic-
es and builds resilience to climate change amidst 
increasing water scarcity and environmental pres-
sures.

Continued support from donors and partners ena-
bles HUMAN ACCESS to significantly increase ac-
cess to safe drinking water, sanitation, and hygiene 
services, ensuring these essential services reach 
those who need them most, particularly in hard-to-
reach areas.
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Hadhramaut Governor meets with HUMAN ACCESS leadership,
commending its humanitarian and development role

Presidential Leadership Council member and 
Governor of Hadhramaut Governorate, Salem 
Ahmed Al-Khanbashi, met with the leadership 
of the HUMAN ACCESS Association, repre-
sented by the Association’s President, Yahya 
Hasan Al-Dabaa, and its Secretary-General, Dr. 
Abdulwase Al-Wasai.
During the meeting, they discussed the efforts 
and interventions of HUMAN ACCESS in 
humanitarian, relief, and development sec-
tors. They also reviewed the most prominent 
programs and projects implemented by the 
Association in Hadhramaut Governorate and 
other Yemeni governorates to support the most 
vulnerable and impoverished groups.

During the meeting, the Presidential Council 
member commended the important role played 
by the HUMAN ACCESS association in allevi-
ating the suffering of the most vulnerable and 
needy groups in Yemen and improving the level 
of services in vital and essential sectors. 
For their part, the president and secretary-gen-
eral of the association reviewed the HUMAN 
ACCESS plans for the coming period, and 
stressed the commitment to expanding the 
scope of humanitarian, relief and development 
work in Hadhramaut and all Yemen’s governo-
rates, in order to enhance humanitarian re-
sponse efforts and support the path of sustaina-
ble development.



Over 643,000 Beneficiaries Benefit from Qurbani Project

In a new achievement reflecting the remarkable 
efforts made to implement projects to the fullest ex-
tent, HUMAN ACCESS, with the support of several 
donors and partners, successfully implemented the 
Udhiyah (Qurbani) project for this year, 1447 AH 
(2026), with high efficiency, under the slogan “We 
deliver your sacrifice with love.”
Over 643,552 people from the most vulnerable 
groups benefited from the Udhiyah meat distribut-
ed through this project implemented in Yemen and 
Djibouti. This success confirms HUMAN ACCESS’s 
accumulated experience in implementing similar 
projects in previous years and affirms its leading 
position in charitable and humanitarian work.
In a press statement, Mr. Yahya Hasan Al-Dabaa, 
Head of HUMAN ACCESS, said that the timely and 
optimal completion of this year’s Udhiyah project is a 
result of the successful partnership between the or-

ganization and the donors. He expressed his thanks 
and appreciation to everyone who contributed to the 
success of this humanitarian project.
Al-Dabaa thanked the donors for their trust in HU-
MAN ACCESS and their continued support for its 
humanitarian projects. He emphasized that the 
sacrificial meat project represents a great human-
itarian message and has had a positive impact on 
the lives of the beneficiaries, contributing to bringing 
them joy and happiness during this blessed religious 
occasion.
Several beneficiary families expressed their grati-
tude and appreciation to HUMAN ACCESS organi-
zation all the donors for this generous humanitarian 
gesture during Eid al-Adha. They affirmed that this 
project helped mitigate the difficult challenges they 
face and brought joy to their hearts at a crucial time.
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Ramadan Charity Projects Reach Over 
a Quarter Million Beneficiaries

In a new seasonal achievement, 281,606 people, 
both inside and outside Yemen, benefited from Ram-
adan charity projects this year (1447 AH - 2026). 
These projects, implemented by HUMAN ACCESS 
during the holy month of Ramadan, were supported 
by generous partners and targeted the most vulner-
able families, including the poor, orphans, internally 
displaced persons, refugees, and those affected by 
conflict. The acts of charity during Ramadan were 
numerous, including the distribution of food baskets 
containing essential food items to meet families’ 
daily needs, the delivery of ready-made Iftar meals 
prepared to the highest quality standards, the or-
ganization of communal Iftar meals, the distribution 
of meat, dates, and cash assistance, as well as the 
donation of Eid clothing and Zakat al-Fitr (charity 
given at the end of Ramadan).
The Ramadan aid efforts were not limited to the 
most vulnerable and impoverished groups in Yem-
en, but extended to Yemeni refugees and the host 
community in the Republic of Djibouti. This support 
aimed to assist deserving families, bring joy and 
happiness during the holy month of Ramadan and 
Eid al-Fitr, and reinforce the values of social solidar-
ity, stemming from a sense of social responsibility 

towards those most in need.
This multifaceted Ramadan aid brought joy and 
happiness to the beneficiaries, who expressed their 
gratitude for this humanitarian support, which came 
at a time when they were most in need. It significant-
ly alleviated their burdens and instilled a sense of 
solidarity amidst the prevailing difficult economic and 
living conditions.
In a press statement, Yahya Hasan Al-Dabaa, Head 
of HUMAN ACCESS, expressed his deepest thanks 
and appreciation to all the donors and supporters of 
this year’s Ramadan charity projects. He acknowl-
edged their contributions in bringing joy and happi-
ness to beneficiary families in Yemen and Djibouti, 
easing the burdens on needy and affected families, 
and bringing happiness to the hearts of children.
Al-Dabaa stressed the importance of these pioneer-
ing seasonal projects, given their significant role 
in alleviating the burdens on the most vulnerable 
families and bringing smiles to children’s faces. He 
emphasized that HUMAN ACCESS association pri-
oritizes the needs of the vulnerable and will continue 
to cultivate goodness, open doors of hope, and pro-
vide humanitarian and developmental aid both within 
and outside Yemen.



Abdulrahman bin Hamoud Al-Sumait

Dedicated himself to charita-

 ble work, devoting most of his

time, effort, and money to it

A physician who chose relief work, he dedicated 
himself, his time, effort, and money to charitable 
endeavors. He was deeply attached to Africa and 
its people, and for decades, he made no distinction 
between Muslims and non-Muslims on the African 
continent in his charitable work, because they all 
share the right to humanity.

He is Abdulrahman bin Hamoud Al-Sumait, born on 
October 15, 1947, in Kuwait. He dedicated himself 
to developmental charitable work after experiencing 
the joy and satisfaction of helping others who were 
in dire need of the basic necessities of life, especial-
ly marginalized communities in Africa.

Education
 As a child, Al-Sumait was religious and passion-
ate about reading, which distinguished him from 
his peers and made him more aware of the world 
around him. He completed his early education in 
Kuwaiti schools, earning his primary, intermediate, 
and secondary school certificates.
His journey with humanistic thought began during 

his secondary school years, when he and his friends 
pooled their daily allowances to buy a car. One of 
them would then transport laborers to their workplac-
es or homes free of charge.

After completing secondary school, he was sent to 
Iraq to study medicine and surgery at the Univer-
sity of Baghdad, graduating in July 1972. He then 
obtained a diploma in tropical medicine from the 
University of Liverpool in April 1974. After years of 
experience abroad, he returned to Kuwait to work as 
a gastroenterologist at Al-Sabah Hospital from 1980 
to 1983, and published numerous scientific and 
medical research papers.

Responsibilities
 Al-Sumait abandoned a life of luxury and dedicated 
himself to humanitarian work, holding numerous 
positions and responsibilities in charitable organiza-
tions. These included serving as Secretary-General 
and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Direct 
Aid Society. He was a founding member of the Inter-
national Islamic Charitable Organization (IICO) and 
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the World Islamic Council for Da’wah and Relief, and 
a member of the Kuwaiti Al-Najat Charitable Soci-
ety and the Kuwait Red Crescent Society. He also 
served as Director of the Center for Research and 
Studies on Charitable Work in Kuwait.
He provided small development projects for the 
poor, vulnerable, and needy, such as opening 
grocery stores, offering sewing machines, or estab-
lishing fish farms. These projects generated income, 
lifted people out of poverty, and often had a pro-
found impact on their lives.

Awards and Honors
Al-Sumait received numerous medals, awards, 
shields, and certificates of appreciation in recogni-
tion of his charitable efforts. Among the most pres-
tigious of these was the King Faisal International 
Prize for Service to Islam. Other awards and honors 
included the Knight of Charitable Work Medal from 
the Emirate of Sharjah in 2010, the Charitable Work 
Award from the Qatar Foundation Dar Al-Inma in 
2010, and the Gulf Cooperation Council Heads of 
State Medal for Charitable Work in 1986.

Death
Al-Sumait survived several assassination attempts in 
Africa by armed militias due to his presence among 
the poor and needy. He also endured hardship living 
in impoverished areas, suffering from mosquito 
bites, diseases, and epidemics in various locations.
After a long life of giving and a long struggle with 
illness, Abdulrahman Al-Sumait passed away on 
August 15, 2013. He had, however, exemplified the 
most remarkable sacrifices in the service of hu-
manitarian and charitable work. He was universally 
recognized for his tireless dedication to upholding 
humanity throughout his nearly three decades of 
service. 
A huge number of Kuwaitis and expatriates from 
all sects, movements and social classes came out 
to carry the body of Abdulrahman Al-Sumait in a 
solemn funeral procession so large that its end could 
not be seen. The Emir of Kuwait ordered that one 
of Kuwait’s streets be named after him in apprecia-
tion of his great deeds and distinguished services in 
charitable and humanitarian work and to immortalize 
his name.
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 Digital Volunteering: A Modern Phenomenon

Expanding the Scope of Charitable Work

Dr. Walid Rashad, Professor of Sociology at the 
National Center for Social and Criminological Re-
search in Egypt, affirmed that digital volunteering 
has become a modern social phenomenon that has 
expanded with the spread of the internet.
Speaking on a television program on Al-Nas TV, 
the sociology professor pointed out the possibility 
for individuals to participate in charitable or social 
activities online without leaving their homes, reflect-
ing a shift in patterns of community participation with 
technological advancements.
He explained that digital volunteering encompasses 
broad fields, such as managing charitable organi-
zations’ accounts and raising digital awareness by 
publishing content related to health, safety, the en-
vironment, and combating bullying on social media. 
He emphasized that the internet has provided new 

opportunities for collaboration and offering assis-
tance in innovative ways.
He added that digital volunteering also extends to 
providing technical support to charitable organiza-
tions, managing digital communities, responding to 
followers’ inquiries, organizing online content, as 
well as writing articles and producing awareness 
videos that support social issues and humanitarian 
initiatives.
The sociology professor pointed out that this type of 
volunteering expands the scope of charitable work 
to reach a larger number of people worldwide. It also 
saves time and effort and helps volunteers acquire 
new skills such as communication, project manage-
ment, and teamwork, thus strengthening their sense 
of belonging and social responsibility.

Mohammed Ali, a training, development, and capac-
ity-building consultant, stated that volunteer work 
represents a genuine service to society and the 
nation, and helps young people gain practical expe-
rience that qualifies them for the job market.
In an interview on a television program on Channel 
2, the consultant explained that preparing young 
people for the job market depends primarily on ac-
quiring skills and practical training. He clarified that 
volunteer work is one of the most important means 
of building and developing these skills.
He emphasized that volunteer work contributes to 

developing time management, teamwork, and rapid 
learning skills, in addition to its religious and social 
value. He stressed the importance of raising aware-
ness about the culture of organized volunteer work 
by establishing specialized institutions and platforms.
The consultant called for more attention to volunteer 
work, as it is a fundamental pillar in building qualified 
personnel, explaining that volunteering is giving time 
and effort without financial compensation, and it is 
available to all ages.

 Volunteer work helps youth
succeed in the job market
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With Amuda’s support: Humanitarian interventions 
brimming with life and hope

Funded by the Amuda Association, and in the pres-
ence of its president, Ms. Gamza Ghoz Shalak, and 
her accompanying team, who are currently visiting 
Yemen, HUMAN ACCESS implemented a series of 
essential and vital interventions in the governorates 
of Hadhramaut and Marib to alleviate the suffering 
of vulnerable populations. In the city of Seiyun in 
Wadi Hadhramaut, various economic empowerment 
projects were distributed to 14 families of orphans, 
aiming to provide a stable source of income that 
ensures a dignified life for the orphans. Additional-
ly, clothing and toys were donated to 100 orphans, 
bringing joy and happiness to these children.
In Marib, food and cash assistance was distributed 
to 700 families to alleviate the suffering of the most 
vulnerable and needy groups and improve their liv-
ing conditions. Furthermore, 300 winter kits and 500 
blankets were donated to protect vulnerable people 
from the harsh cold and health risks of winter. Cloth-
ing and toys were also distributed to 100 orphans 

to bring them joy. In addition, 55 wheelchairs (both 
electric and manual) were delivered to help people 
with disabilities move around, access services, and 
improve their health. These wheelchairs meet es-
sential needs for this vulnerable group.
On the sidelines of the visit to Yemen, the head of 
the Amuda Association and her accompanying team 
visited some of the ongoing and previously imple-
mented activities, including water distribution points 
in several displacement camps and the provision of 
essential, life-saving health and nutrition services for 
children through the primary healthcare department 
at Kara General Hospital in Marib.
The head of the Amuda Association praised the 
pioneering efforts to implement these important 
interventions, the positive impact of which has been 
felt by all beneficiaries, while HUMAN ACCESS 
expressed its thanks and appreciation to the Amuda 
Association for this humanitarian support to help the 
needy and affected groups in Yemen.
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Marib: Civil Status Office Development Project 
Inaugurated in Al-Rawdah District

Funded by the UNHCR and implemented through 
the HUMAN ACCESS branch in Marib Governorate, 
the Civil Status and Civil Registry Office in Al-Raw-
dah District was inaugurated as part of the Integrat-
ed Project for Infrastructure Development through 
Quick Impact Projects.
In the presence of Brigadier General Najib Al-Nas-
ser, Assistant Director of Marib Security, and Mr. 
Shekelkam Shehu, Head of the UNHCR Office in 
Marib, the project was inaugurated. The project aims 
to facilitate access to services provided by the Civil 
Status Office, reduce overcrowding, streamline and 
improve work management, and expedite the issu-
ance of official documents, which are essential for 
accessing vital services and rights.

The project included a range of support, such as 
providing equipment and furniture based on the 
requirements of the Civil Status Office in Al-Rawdah 
District, installing mobile barriers to manage the flow 
of beneficiaries, partitioning one of the halls, and 
providing an external caravan. This has enabled the 
office to serve hundreds of beneficiaries daily.
During the opening, the Civil Status and Civil Reg-
istry Department in Al-Rawda district honored the 
HUMAN ACCESS association and the UNHCR 
office in Marib, in appreciation and recognition of the 
good efforts and effective contributions in developing 
the department, to serve beneficiaries and support 
obtaining official documents as a human right and 
one of the necessities of public life.
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UNFPA Representative in Yemen Commends HUMAN ACCESS’s Efforts

The UNFPA Representative in Yemen, Francesco 
Galtieri, commended the outstanding efforts of the 
HUMAN ACCESS Association in supporting the 
rights of women and girls in Yemen, including vital 
interventions in the field of reproductive health. This 
came during field visits by the UN official and his 
accompanying delegation to several activities imple-
mented by HUMAN ACCESS in the governorates of 
Aden, Taiz, and Hodeidah.
The visits included several safe spaces for wom-
en and girls, part of a project to provide livelihood 
services to the most vulnerable women and girls in 
Yemen, as well as visits to a number of health fa-
cilities included in a project supporting reproductive 
health services.

During the visits, Galtieri reviewed the services 
provided to women and girls, such as protection, 
psychosocial support, livelihoods, and reproductive 
health services. He also listened to several benefi-
ciaries and praised HUMAN ACCESS’s leading role 
in supporting and protecting women and providing 
essential humanitarian assistance as a priority. 
In partnership with the United Nations Population 
Fund, HUMAN ACCESS manages 16 safe spaces 
for women and girls in seven Yemeni governorates, 
along with supporting 11 health facilities to provide 
a comprehensive package of essential services that 
respond to the urgent needs of women and girls, 
contributing to enhancing their dignity and resilience 
under difficult humanitarian conditions.
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To mark International Women’s Day, which falls on 
March 8th each year, and under the theme “Rights, 
justice, work for all women and girls,” HUMAN AC-
CESS carried out a number of meaningful activities 
as part of its project to provide livelihood services 
to the most vulnerable women and girls in Yemen, 
funded by the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA). In Ataq, the capital of Shabwa Governo-
rate, a Ramadan evening was organized in a local 
market frequented by working women. The event 
was attended by Ms. Samah Al-Khader, Secre-
tary-General of the Yemeni Women’s Union in the 
governorate, who praised HUMAN ACCESS’s efforts 
and UNFPA’s support in protecting women’s rights.
The Ramadan evening included a variety of engag-
ing and meaningful activities, such as recreational 
competitions to foster joy and a positive atmos-
phere, honoring a successful woman, and speeches 
emphasizing the importance of supporting the rights 
and empowerment of all women and girls to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals.
In Marib Governorate, a special event was held at 
Al-Jufaina camp for internally displaced persons 
(IDPs). The event had two main components. The 

first focused on supporting women with disabili-
ties and involved an awareness session to boost 
self-confidence and promote self-esteem, as well as 
recreational activities.
The second component aimed to support and em-
power women. This included a bazaar showcasing 
and selling women’s products to encourage self-reli-
ance, a corner dedicated to psychological well-being 
to promote self-care, and recognition of the event’s 
organizers and a group of successful women for 
their efforts and contributions to the community.
In Al-Rawda area, 30 women working in local mar-
kets and stalls across various crafts were honored. 
The recognition included certificates of appreciation 
and symbolic gifts to encourage them to continue 
working, achieve their aspirations, and overcome 
life’s challenges. In Al-Wadi district, ready-made 
iftar meals were delivered to 10 women survivors of 
gender-based violence, under the slogan “A meal of 
hope and food,” in an effort to alleviate the suffering 
of families living in difficult conditions, as well as 
raising awareness of the importance of the rights of 
women and girls, on the occasion of International 
Women’s Day.

Diverse and Meaningful Activities to Mark 
International Women’s Day
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Yemen is among the world’s 
poorest countries in terms of 
water resources, ranking at 
the bottom of the list of coun-
tries below the water poverty 
line. The ongoing conflict, de-
teriorating infrastructure, and 
climate change are pushing 
the country toward a worsen-
ing water crisis.
Each year, Yemenis’ access 
to water, a vital lifeline not 
only for drinking but also for 
hygiene, health, and prevent-
ing the spread of diseases 
such as cholera, acute diar-
rhea, and typhoid, is declin-
ing.
Factors such as displace-
ment and reduced rainfall 

have increased pressure 
on water supply networks, 
threatening the lives of mil-
lions and exacerbating the 
spread of epidemic diseases 
within a complex humanitar-
ian situation that demands 
urgent and sustainable solu-
tions.
For this reason, HUMAN AC-
CESS association is working 
to provide water, sanitation, 
and hygiene services in 
Yemen through well-planned 
and diverse projects, aiming 
to uphold the human right 
to access safe water and a 
healthy environment across 
all Yemeni governorates. 

In emergency situations, the 
association provides urgent 
relief to local communities 
threatened by service disrup-
tions and the risk of disease 
outbreaks. It also contributes 
to achieving sustainability in 
the water and sanitation sec-
tor and realizing Sustainable 
Development Goal 6, which 
guarantees access to clean 
water and sanitation for all.

 
Water and Sanitation Crisis 

in Yemen
Yemen has no permanent 
rivers and relies heavily on 
rainfall and rapidly dwindling 
groundwater. The majority of 
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the population depends on 
unsafe water sources or pur-
chases water at exorbitant 
prices that consume what 
little remains of their meager 
incomes.
Potable water is scarcer than 
ever. According to official sta-
tistics, the per capita share of 
renewable water resources 
in Yemen does not exceed 
80 cubic meters annually, 
a figure far below the glob-
al minimum of 1,000 cubic 
meters.

More than 40% of the pop-
ulation still lacks access to 
safe water through networks, 
particularly in rural areas, 

which represent approxi-
mately 65% of Yemen’s total 
area and population.

According to the 2026 Yem-
en Humanitarian Response 
Plan, launched by the United 
Nations and its humanitarian 
partners, 14.4 million people 
require assistance with water, 
sanitation, and hygiene.

Women bear the brunt of 
the water collection process, 
often traveling long distances 
in some rural areas to fetch 
water, which impacts their 
health and safety and in-
creases girls’ school dropout 
rates.

Over 128,000 people ben-
efited from water supply 
services during the year

Amid the water crisis in 
Yemen, HUMAN ACCESS 
plays a vital role in increasing 
access to drinking water and 
water for daily use. This is 
achieved through drilling and 
rehabilitating wells, restoring 
water distribution networks, 
establishing water distribution 
points, and providing clean 
water via tanker trucks.

The organization’s services 
also extend to distributing 

Issue file
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containers for transporting 
and storing water to ensure 
safe drinking water, especial-
ly in displacement camps. 
Additionally, it supplies plas-
tic tanks to ensure safe 
and hygienic water storage, 
helping vulnerable groups 
overcome transportation 
difficulties and reducing the 
burden of purchasing water.

HUMAN ACCESS services 
also include providing fam-
ilies with chlorine tablets, a 
vital measure for disinfecting 
drinking water and prevent-
ing waterborne diseases. 
Water filters are also distrib-
uted to homes, essential 

for improving the quality of 
drinking and cooking water, 
as they remove impurities 
and purify the water. 

Thanks to a successful part-
nership with a group of donor 
partners, 128,094 people in 
several Yemeni governorates 
benefited from these vital 
services during 2025. These 
important interventions had a 
positive and tangible impact 
on the beneficiary communi-
ties amidst one of the world’s 
most complex humanitarian 
and environmental crises.

 

Severe climate crisis af-
fects the most vulnerable 

groups
Yemen is facing a severe 
climate crisis and is classified 
among the world’s most vul-
nerable countries. It requires 
significant donor support to 
expand adaptation programs, 
particularly in the water 
sector, which is the lifeline for 
millions of people.

International and UN reports 
confirm that Yemen is one of 
the countries most vulnerable 
to the devastating effects of 
climate change, with clear 
and profound humanitarian 
repercussions that dispro-
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portionately affect the most 
vulnerable groups.

HUMAN ACCESS encom-
passes numerous interven-
tions that contribute to miti-
gating the effects of climate 
change, building resilience, 
and enhancing community 
adaptive capacity. These in-
terventions include improving 
water resource management, 
promoting clean energy, 
developing agriculture, man-
aging waste, and more.

In flood-prone areas, the 
organization rapidly provides 
support to those affected, 
diverting floodwaters and 

creating drainage channels, 
as well as constructing pro-
tective barriers in displace-
ment sites. This strengthens 
the resilience of local com-
munities to climate shocks 
and reduces the impact of 
disasters.

High needs require mobili-
zation of resources

Access to safe and clean 
drinking water and sanitation 
is a human right, and the 
conflict that has raged for 
over a decade has severely 
impacted Yemenis’ access to 
sufficient water and sanita-

tion services.

The humanitarian communi-
ty in Yemen is struggling to 
meet the demand for clean 
drinking water, given the 
limited funding available for 
water and sanitation projects. 
This has left many families 
without the support they 
need, and the continuation 
of this situation threatens the 
lives of millions and exacer-
bates the spread of infectious 
diseases.

In a press statement, Dr. 
Abdulwase Alwasai, Sec-
retary-General for HUMAN 
ACCESS, said that water 

Issue file
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and sanitation needs remain 
extremely high due to the 
conflict, natural disasters, 
and disease outbreaks. He 
called on donors to provide 
more support to help millions 
of Yemenis access clean 
drinking water and safe sani-
tation services. 

Dr. Alwasai stated that HU-
MAN ACCESS is working 
to ensure access to safe 
drinking water, sanitation, 
and hygiene services for 
people across Yemen, based 
on assessment studies and 
in coordination with local 
authorities and communi-
ties. He added that they are 

seeking further support from 
donors and partners to ena-
ble more Yemenis to access 
clean water and address 
environmental threats and 
climate change in Yemen.

Sanitation Services: A first 
line of defense against 

disease
HUMAN ACCESS prioritizes 
sanitation services, recog-
nizing their vital importance 
to individual and community 
well-being, promoting human 
dignity, and enhancing safety.

Sanitation is crucial for dis-
ease prevention and risk 

reduction, and a lack of 
sanitation services can hin-
der individual prosperity and 
sustainable development.

In 2025, HUMAN ACCESS 
implemented a sanitation 
development project in the 
Al-Suwaida IDP camp in 
Marib Governorate, funded 
by UNHCR. This is part of an 
integrated project aimed at 
reducing the spread of dis-
eases and epidemics linked 
to the lack of sanitation 
services, and at contributing 
to improving the quality of 
life in displacement camps 
scattered due to the ongoing 
conflict in Yemen.
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The project, implemented 
in the new residential block 
No. 16 in Al-Suwaida camp, 
included the construction of a 
large septic tank with a sed-
imentation pond for waste-
water treatment, as well as 
the establishment of a safe 
sewage network connecting 
all latrines to the collection 
tank. This protects displaced 
persons from health and 
environmental hazards and 
promotes a sense of dignity, 
security, and stability.

Promoting hygiene is es-
sential to preventing the 

spread of epidemics

Improving hygiene practices 
leads to better health, con-
fidence, and overall devel-
opment. For families, good 
hygiene means avoiding 
disease and reducing health-
care costs. This is why HU-
MAN ACCESS focuses on 
promoting hygiene in Yemen.

In 2025, the organization 
provided hygiene kits to 
internally displaced persons 
(IDPs), the host community, 
and health facilities in Al-
Shihr District, Hadhramaut 

Governorate, through the 
Multi-Sectoral Assistance to 
Save Lives project, funded 
by the Yemen Humanitarian 
Fund (YHF).

The hygiene kits contained 
essential and comprehensive 
supplies that contributed to 
improving public health, pre-
venting epidemics, promoting 
hygiene practices and be-
haviors, and preventing the 
spread of disease. A total of 
18,318 people benefited from 
these kits.

 

Issue file
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A Lifeline for nearly 25,000 
IDPs monthly

Years of conflict have pushed 
basic services in Yemen to 
the brink of collapse, particu-
larly the water sector. Marib 
Governorate, which hosts the 
largest number of IDPs in the 
country, suffers from limited 
water supplies, especially in 
displacement camps.

To address these challenges, 
HUMAN ACCESS, supported 
by the AMUDA Association, 
is working to improve ac-
cess to clean water for the 
most vulnerable displaced 
people in Marib, as part of 
the humanitarian response 

to urgent needs in the water 
and sanitation sector.

The intervention included 
the establishment of 50 fixed 
water distribution points by 
installing reinforced concrete 
bases and 2,000-liter plastic 
water tanks at each point. 
These points are distributed 
across five displacement 
camps: Al-Suwaida, Al-Ju-
faina, Al-Mathaf, Al-Salam, 
and Al-Sharika.

Since the beginning of 2025, 
all the plastic water tanks 
have been supplied daily and 
regularly with 100,000 liters 
of potable water, benefiting 

approximately 25,000 peo-
ple. This has helped them 
maintain their health, care 
for their families, and rebuild 
their lives with dignity.

A number of displaced peo-
ple who benefited expressed 
their thanks and gratitude for 
this vital intervention, which 
provides them with a source 
of clean and safe water. They 
emphasized that the problem 
of providing potable water 
was among the biggest chal-
lenges they faced before this 
intervention, which contrib-
utes to restoring their sense 
of security and stability.
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Hope Flows in Tabalah 
Camp

In Al-Shihr District, Hadh-
ramaut Governorate, 96 
displaced families in Tabalah 
camp faced dire choices 
regarding access to water. 
They were forced to travel 
long distances to fetch it, 
impacting their health, safety, 
and social stability.
Halima Sadiq*, a 35-year-old 
displaced woman, summa-
rized this years-long ordeal: 
“The problem of providing 
clean water was one of our 
biggest challenges. I would 
spend hours worrying when 
my children went to fetch 

water, fearing they might be 
harmed during the journey 
from distant locations.”
To alleviate the suffering of 
these most vulnerable dis-
placed people, HUMAN AC-
CESS in 2025, in partnership 
with the Yemen Humanitarian 
Fund (YHF), extended the 
water network to the camp 
and provided water collection 
and storage containers as 
part of a multi-sectoral assis-
tance project to save lives 
in acutely vulnerable popula-
tions.
Camp residents felt immedi-
ate relief when water became 
more accessible. Among 
the beneficiaries was Bilal 

Hasan, 40, who said, “I am 
so happy that there is a wa-
ter network in the camp. The 
journey to fetch water was a 
daily nightmare, and taking a 
daily shower was a dream.”
Displaced person Sadiq 
Salem, 33, echoed this 
sentiment, saying, “You have 
eased our financial burdens. 
We can now focus on caring 
for our children and rebuild-
ing our lives. Providing water 
is a great relief and contrib-
utes to improving our lives. 
I thank HUMAN ACCESS 
and the Yemen Humanitarian 
Fund for this support.”

(Names have been changed to 
protect identities*).

Issue file
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Food Security and Livelihoods

9,815 Refugees in
Kharaz Camp Benefit

from Food Aid

Emergency food aid distributed to 20,250 needy families

With funding from the World Food Pro-
gram (WFP), HUMAN ACCESS in Lahj 
Governorate distributed food baskets 
containing a variety of items, benefiting 
9,815 refugees in Kharaz camp. 
This distribution is part of regular food 
assistance aimed at alleviating the 
burdens on the most vulnerable refugee 
families and meeting their basic food 
needs amidst the difficult economic and 
living conditions prevailing in Yemen.

With successful and rapid field operations, HUMAN 
ACCESS branch in Taiz Governorate completed the 
distribution of the first round of food aid under the 
Targeted Emergency Food Assistance Project, fund-
ed by the World Food Program (WFP).
This first round of distribution this year targeted 
6,945 families in Sala District and 13,305 families in 
Al-Muzaffar District. The distributed food aid includ-
ed essential food items to meet the families’ daily 
needs, aiming to enhance food security and improve 

the living conditions of the most vulnerable and im-
poverished groups.
Several beneficiaries expressed their gratitude to 
HUMAN ACCESS and the World Food Program for 
this humanitarian support, which addressed their 
immediate needs. They emphasized their immense 
happiness at receiving this aid, which saved them 
from hunger amidst the challenging circumstances 
caused by the ongoing conflict in Yemen.
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HUMAN ACCESS Responds to Storm-Affected Families in Mokha

Food aid distributed to 400 displaced and affected families

In response to the emergency ap-
peal launched by the United Na-
tions Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 
HUMAN ACCESS implemented 
an urgent relief intervention to 

support families affected by the 
recent storm in Mokha District, 
Taiz Governorate.
The intervention included the 
delivery of food baskets contain-
ing essential supplies, as well as 

shelter materials including blan-
kets and mattresses, in an effort 
to alleviate the suffering of those 
affected by the storm and en-
hance their resilience in the face 
of climate and natural disasters.

With funding from the Jansuyu Organization, the 
HUMAN ACCESS branch in Marib Governorate 
distributed food baskets containing basic food items 
to 400 displaced families affected by the recent rains 
and floods in the governorate, to alleviate the suffer-

ing of the most vulnerable groups, who are facing 
deteriorating conditions with climate change and the 
worsening of the protracted crisis in Yemen.

Emergency Response and Shelter
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A Dream Come True: Prefabricated Homes Delivered to 16 Orphan Families

With funding from the Turkish Orphan Foundation, 
the HUMAN ACCESS branch in Marib Governorate 
delivered prefabricated mobile homes (caravans) to 
16 orphan families in displacement camps. Each car-
avan contains two rooms, a kitchen, and a bathroom, 
along with essential supplies and built to high stand-
ards that prioritize safety and security.
The handover ceremony was attended by the Dep-
uty Governor of Marib, Dr. Abdurabbo Miftah, and 
several local officials. This vital humanitarian support 
aims to empower the beneficiary orphan families to 
enjoy a better life, protect them from harsh weather 
conditions, and help them regain a sense of dignity 
and security.

During the handover, the Deputy Governor of Marib 
praised the efforts of the HUMAN ACCESS branch 
and the support of the Turkish Orphan Foundation. 
He stated that these humanitarian interventions have 
a significant positive impact on the lives of vulnera-
ble groups, respond to urgent needs, and contribute 
to building the capacity of the local community. 
The beneficiary families expressed their thanks and 
gratitude for this humanitarian gesture that revived 
hope in their hearts, and confirmed that these pre-
fabricated houses provide them with privacy and 
meet their actual needs, amid increasing needs in a 
long-term crisis due to the ongoing conflict in Yemen.
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KSrelief Center distributes shelter services to displaced
people in several governorates

The King Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center 
(KSrelief) distributed 100 tents and 400 shelter kits 
to displaced families affected by the recent weather 
depression in Al-Rayyan area of Al-Jawf Governorate. 
This distribution is part of the fifth phase of the emer-
gency shelter aid project in Yemen, implemented by 
HUMAN ACCESS.
The distribution was launched in the presence of 
Mohammed Al-Ghanmi, head of the Executive Unit for 
IDP Camp Management in Al-Jawf, who emphasized 
the importance of this urgent shelter aid in providing 
a minimum level of shelter and protection for families 
affected by the recent weather depression.
In Abyan Governorate, the KSrelief Center distributed 
61 shelter kits and 39 tents in Al-Arq and Al-Madina 
camps in Mudiyah District, benefiting 503 people. This 
distribution is also part of the fifth phase of the emer-
gency shelter assistance project in Yemen, implement-

ed by HUMAN ACCESS. 
In Marib Governorate, the Center distributed 300 
shelter kits and 200 tents in Bathaa Al-Mil camp for 
internally displaced persons (IDPs), as part of the fifth 
phase of the emergency shelter assistance project in 
Yemen, implemented by HUMAN ACCESS. The distri-
bution was launched in the presence of Marib Deputy 
Governor Abdullah Al-Bakri, who praised this urgent 
shelter aid for displaced communities severely affect-
ed by the recent storm that struck the governorate. 
Additionally, nine shelter kits and nine tents were dis-
tributed in Al-Jufaina Al-Sufla camp, benefiting 32 dis-
placed people affected by the recent fire in the camp.
This shelter assistance is part of the ongoing relief 
and humanitarian efforts provided by the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, through the KSrelief Center, to alleviate 
the suffering of the brotherly Yemeni people due to the 
humanitarian crisis they are experiencing. 



Vital support for IDP families helps them cope with cold waves

With funding from Muslim Hands, HUMAN AC-
CESS distributed winter kits containing blankets 
and winter clothing, as well as food baskets con-
taining flour and rice, to 223 families in Al-Munaij 
camp for internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 
Al-Ma’afer district of Taiz Governorate. This initia-
tive aims to alleviate the hardships faced by these 
most vulnerable and needy families, especially 
with the intensifying cold wave during the winter 
season, amidst the worsening humanitarian crisis 

resulting from the ongoing conflict in Yemen.
In Marib Governorate, HUMAN ACCESS, with 
funding from the Turkish Orphan Foundation, 
distributed mattresses and winter clothing to 400 
orphans in IDP camps. This is part of ongoing 
efforts to alleviate the suffering of these most 
vulnerable families, who face significant difficulties 
in accessing heating to cope with the cold waves 
sweeping Yemen, amidst increasing needs in a 
protracted crisis.
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Delivering medicines and medical supplies 
to four hospitals in Taiz

To ensure the continuation of life-saving reproductive 
health services, HUMAN ACCESS in Taiz Governorate 
delivered medicines, medical supplies, and laboratory 
reagents to Al-Mudhaffar General Hospital in Al-Mud-
haffar District, the Yemeni-Swedish Maternity and Child 
Hospital in Al-Qahirah District, Al-Misrakh Central Hos-
pital in Al-Misrakh District, and Khalifa General Hospital 
in Al-Shamaytain District.

This delivery is part of the ongoing support provided 
by the Reproductive Health Services Support Project, 
funded by the United Nations Population Fund (UN-
FPA), in an effort to restore access to reproductive 
health services, which are considered essential and a 
human right, and help improve maternal and newborn 
health services in Yemen, which is experiencing one of 
the world’s worst humanitarian crises.

Health Services
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Public Health Office and Al-Mahra’s Al-Ghaydah Hospital honor HUMAN ACCESS

As part of ongoing support, 148 refugees receive medical
services before their voluntary return to homeland

The Public Health and Population Office in Al-Mahra 
Governorate honored the HUMAN ACCESS Associ-
ation in recognition of its ongoing efforts to support 
the health sector in the governorate, along with the 
completion of the project to renovate and equip the 
obstetrics emergency department at Al-Ghaydah 
Central Hospital. The administration of Al-Ghaydah 
Central Hospital also honored the HUMAN ACCESS 
Association in appreciation of its pioneering efforts and 
continuous support for reproductive health services 
at the hospital, within the context of the Reproductive 
Health Services Support Project, funded by the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). At the two honoring 
ceremonies, Dr. Awad Mubarak, Director General of 
the Public Health Office in Al-Mahra, praised the vital 
and leading role played by HUMAN ACCESS, with the 
support of UNFPA, in strengthening the health sector’s 
capabilities and providing life-saving medical servic-
es. Meanwhile, Mohsen Balhaf, Director General of 
Al-Ghaydah Hospital, emphasized the vital role played 
by the Reproductive Health Services Support Project 
in maintaining essential health services for the most 
vulnerable groups and increasing survival rates. The 
honoring ceremonies were attended by a number of 
officials and specialists from the Ministry of Health and 
health facilities in the governorate.

With funding from the UNHCR, and as part of on-
going support, the HUMAN ACCESS office in Aden 
Governorate provided health aid to 148 refugees 
voluntarily returning from Yemen to their country of 
origin, Somalia. This aid was provided within the 
framework of the integrated project and the Volun-
tary Return Program.

The health support included conducting necessary 
medical examinations to assess their health status 
and their ability to endure the rigors of travel. It also 
included providing prescribed medications for those 
suffering from chronic illnesses, as well as offering 
health guidance to ensure the refugees’ safe and 
healthy return home.
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Opening of Emergency Department in 
Kharaz Refugee Camp’s Health Center

In a new humanitarian and development achieve-
ment, the Emergency Department at the Health 
Center in Kharaz Refugee Camp, Al-Madharibah 
Wa Ras Al-Arah District, Lahj Governorate, was 
inaugurated. The department was constructed by 
HUMAN ACCESS with funding from the Hungarian 
Aid Agency. 
The opening ceremony was attended by the Director 
General of the Lahj Governorate Governor’s Office, 
Khaled Al-Jawi; the Deputy Director General of the 
Governorate’s Public Health and Population Office, 
Dr. Abdulhakim Naji; and the Secretary General of 
the District Local Council, Dr. Ali Ahmed Al-Alqami.
Also present were the Somali Ambassador to 
Yemen, Abdulhakim Mohammed; the Director of 
the UNHCR Aden Office, Mohammed Rafiq; and a 

number of camp residents who expressed their joy 
at this healthcare achievement.
During the opening, several speeches were deliv-
ered praising the efforts to complete this medical 
facility, highlighting its importance in supporting the 
health infrastructure and ensuring the sustainabil-
ity of emergency medical services. This, in turn, 
contributes to strengthening the protection of the 
most vulnerable refugees and members of the host 
community. 
The emergency department at the health center will 
improve the response to critical cases and provide 
emergency health services to over 20,000 residents 
of Kharaz camp and surrounding areas, who face 
challenges in accessing basic healthcare services 
amid a protracted humanitarian crisis in Yemen.
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Protection Services

New Job Opportunities Created for 32 Women

HUMAN ACCESS supports perfume and body oil production training

HUMAN ACCESS continues to create opportunities 
for women and contribute to social and economic 
development through the activities of the project 
“Providing Livelihood Services for the Most Vulner-
able Women and Girls in Yemen,” funded by the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).
In Ataq, Shabwa Governorate, 26 women received 
henna art training during a 10-day course. They also 
acquired life, marketing, and financial skills to enable 
them to enter the job market and launch their own 
businesses.
In Al-Rawda, Marib Governorate, six women re-
ceived livelihood grants, involving essential supplies, 
after completing vocational training in sewing and 

tailoring, and confectionery and pastry making. This 
training will allow them to enter the job market and 
compete in local markets.
Livelihood grants were also awarded to 12 women 
who benefited from vocational training in sewing, 
skincare and perfume making, and pastry making. 
These grants, offered to beneficiaries in Al-Wadi 
District and Al-Jufaina camp for displaced persons, 
included basic professional tools that enable them to 
engage in the Yemeni labor market, achieve financial 
self-sufficiency for themselves and their families, and 
transform into productive families capable of facing 
the challenges and deteriorating living conditions in 
Yemen due to the ongoing conflict.

With support from HUMAN ACCESS, the Lit-
eracy and Adult Education Department in Dar 
Saad District, Aden Governorate, conducted 
a training activity on perfume and body oil 
production for 14 women, as part of its literacy 
program.
Under the supervision of the General Directo-
rate of Literacy and Adult Education in Aden, 
the trainees acquired the basic skills for this 
income-generating career along with practical 
applications to help them enter the job market 
and improve their living conditions.
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Sustainable income opportunities created for 45 young men and women

With funding from Japan and in partnership with UN-
HCR, the HUMAN ACCESS branch in Marib Gover-
norate granted vocational training kits in refrigeration 
and air conditioning, auto electrical work, and mobile 
phone repair to 45 young men and women from 
displacement camps. This followed their vocational 
training in these income-generating fields, as part of 
the integrated project’s activities. 
During the handover, Marib Deputy Governor Judge 

Abdullah Al-Bakri praised these high-quality pro-
grams aimed at training young men and women and 
empowering them with the necessary tools to create 
economic projects that meet the needs of the labor 
market. 
Mr. Shekelkam Shehu, Head of the UNHCR office 
in Marib, emphasized the importance of vocational 
training and business skills development to improve 
livelihoods for the most vulnerable groups in Yemen.
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Shabwa: 60 women benefit from vocational
training and livelihood grants in 3 months

Ongoing efforts to support rights and 
well-being of women and girls

HUMAN ACCESS in Shabwa Governorate achieved 
several milestones in supporting, protecting, and 
empowering women during the last quarter of 2025. 
This was within the framework of the project to 
provide livelihood services to the most vulnerable 
women and girls in Yemen, funded by the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).
In the area of vocational training, 54 women in Ataq 
city received training in sewing and tailoring, incense 
and perfume making, henna art, and concrete and 
resin art. This training, delivered according to high 
professional standards, prepares them to enter the 

job market, improves their living standards, and 
helps them achieve financial self-sufficiency for 
themselves and their families.
The efforts were not limited to vocational training, 
but extended to the delivery of livelihood grants, 
where tools for practicing the profession were 
offered to 6 women who benefited from training in 
the fields of sewing, and the manufacture of incense 
and perfumes, to help them to engage in the labor 
market, and to transform into productive families that 
can face the challenges and the deteriorating living 
conditions in the country

As part of the project to provide livelihood 
services to the most vulnerable women and 
girls in Yemen, funded by the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA), HUMAN ACCESS 
in Shabwa Governorate conducted a com-
munity awareness session with 26 women in 
Ataq city.
The session addressed two main topics: wom-
en’s rights and their legal protection, and neg-
ative thoughts, their impact on mental health, 
and how to overcome them. The goal was 
to raise awareness of women’s rights in all 
aspects of life and to support mental health, 
which has become more urgent than ever.
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Educational activities

Bright efforts illuminate the path to learning:
Distribution of 3,185 school bags in Aden

Under the patronage of the Minister of Education, 
Tariq Al-Akbari, and with funding from the European 
Union Humanitarian Aid, HUMAN ACCESS in Aden 
Governorate, in partnership with Save the Children, 
distributed school bags to students at Al-Lahoum 
Educational Complex School in Dar Saad District.
The distribution process took place under the super-
vision of the Aden Education Office, and in the pres-

ence of Anis Abdo, Director of the Dar Saad District 
Education Office. It included the distribution of 3,185 
school bags and supplies to students, as part of a 
project to provide integrated support in the areas of 
protection and education for girls and boys affected 
by the conflict in southern Yemen. The project aims 
to enhance learning opportunities and alleviate the 
financial burden of education on families.
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Hundreds of Teachers Receive Kits in Several Governorates

With funding from the European 
Union Humanitarian Aid, HUMAN 
ACCESS, in partnership with 
Save the Children, delivered 
teacher kits in the governorates 
of Lahj, Taiz, and Aden. This initi-
ative is part of a project providing 
integrated support in the areas of 
protection and education for girls 
and boys affected by the conflict 
in southern Yemen.
In Aden Governorate, 90 teach-
ers received kits at Al-Lahoum 
Educational Complex School in 
Dar Saad District. This distribu-

tion is part of ongoing efforts to 
support the education sector in 
Yemen, contributing to the conti-
nuity of educational services and 
improving the quality of teaching 
and learning in line with the Sus-
tainable Development Goals.
In Lahj Governorate, 55 kits were 
distributed at the Martyr Iqbal 
Basic and Secondary School in 
Tuban District.
In Taiz Governorate, 34 kits 
were distributed at Al-Khansa 
Basic School in Sala District, and 
65 kits at the Martyr Al-Hakimi 

School in Al-Muzaffar District. 
Each kit contains essential tools 
for teachers to facilitate their edu-
cational mission and enhance the 
quality of the learning process. 
This service activity comes after 
the distribution of school bags, 
containing the necessary tools, 
to 500 male and female students 
in the governorates of Aden, Lahj 
and Taiz, to encourage students 
to return to school, reduce the 
phenomenon of children drop-
ping out of schools, and enhance 
learning opportunities.
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3,000 Orphans return to school 
with hearts full of hope and joy

With funding from the Turkish Diyanet Foundation, 
HUMAN ACCESS delivered school bags contain-
ing essential school supplies to 1,000 male and 
female orphans, in addition to supplying school 
uniforms to 2,000 male and female orphans in the 

governorates of Aden, Taiz, and Marib. 
This initiative aims to facilitate access to education 
for the most vulnerable orphans and encourage 
them to return to school.
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Training and Workshops

Training 30 field volunteers to assess education 
needs in affected communities

With funding from the Euro-
pean Union Humanitarian Aid 
and in partnership with Save 
the Children, HUMAN ACCESS 
organized a training course 
for volunteers involved in the 
comprehensive assessment of 
education needs in affected com-
munities. This initiative is part of 
the project to provide integrated 

protection and educational sup-
port for boys and girls affected by 
conflict in southern Yemen.
The two-day training targeted 30 
field volunteers from the governo-
rates of Aden, Lahj, and Taiz. The 
key objective of the course was 
to equip them with the theoretical 
and practical skills necessary to 
conduct a vulnerability assess-

ment survey and identify barriers 
to education for children and 
families affected by the conflict. 
This will be achieved through the 
accurate and ethical application 
of data collection tools, ensuring 
the identification of the most vul-
nerable groups and the targeting 
of appropriate educational inter-
ventions.

HUMAN ACCESS in Aden Governorate carried out 
a comprehensive workshop for the staff of Al-Basa-
teen Charitable Medical Center in Dar Saad District 
on the new electronic system for managing the 
center. 
The workshop included an explanation of the inte-
grated system’s operation and practical training for 
the medical center’s staff, in preparation for launch-
ing the new system in the coming days. The aim is 
to improve the quality of services provided by the 
center, which offers essential medical care to refu-
gees and the host community.

Training for Al-Basateen Medical Center Staff on New Electronic System
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Workshop discussing contemporary environmental challenges in Shabwa
Under the patronage of the Governor of Shabwa 
Governorate, Sheikh Awad Mohammed bin Al-Wazir, 
the HUMAN ACCESS branch in Shabwa, in part-
nership with the local office of the General Authority 
for Environmental Protection, organized a work-
shop entitled “Towards a Green Environment and a 
Sustainable Future: Contemporary Environmental 
Challenges and Approaches to Addressing Them.”
With 20 participants in attendance, the workshop, 
held in Ataq city, discussed several important topics 
and reviewed the most significant environmental 

challenges in Shabwa Governorate, including oil spill 
pollution, desertification, sanitation problems, the 
spread of epidemics, and overfishing.
The workshop concluded with a set of recommen-
dations for addressing environmental challenges in 
Shabwa in light of climate change. It emphasized the 
importance of raising environmental awareness with-
in the community and the need to advance environ-
mental work in the governorate through partnership 
and coordination between official bodies and civil 
society organizations.

HUMAN ACCESS in Al-Ghaydah, Al-Mahra Gover-
norate, conducted three training courses in sewing 
and tailoring, pastry making, and incense and per-
fume making. These courses were part of a project 
to provide livelihood services to the most vulnerable 
women and girls in Yemen, funded by the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

The training courses targeted 50 women, aiming to 
equip them with essential skills in these income-gen-
erating crafts. This will enhance their readiness to 
integrate into the local labor market, opening up real 
opportunities for self-reliance, improving their stand-
ard of living, and contributing to their own and their 
families’ economic and social stability.

Three vocational training courses for 50 women in Al-Mahra
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Thirteen women acquire essential life, financial, and marketing skills

HUMAN ACCESS in Marib Gov-
ernorate concluded a life, finan-
cial, and marketing skills training 
course for 13 women who had 
benefited from vocational training 
in sewing, tailoring, and incense 
and perfume making in Al-Wadi 
District. This was part of the pro-

ject to provide livelihood services 
to the most vulnerable women 
and girls in Yemen, funded by the 
United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA). 
The course helped the women 
beneficiaries acquire essential 
life, financial, and marketing 

skills, enabling them to enter 
the job market, market their own 
projects, and adapt positively 
to professional and personal 
challenges, thus ensuring their 
success.
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This is a unique and inspiring success story of a young 
Yemeni woman in her thirties who defied the odds and 
whose disability did not prevent her from becoming 
self-reliant and contributing to society and the econ-
omy, despite the abuse she has suffered since child-
hood. This is the story of Shaima (a pseudonym used 
for privacy and protection), who is deaf and mute and 
lives in Al-Wadi District, Marib Governorate. A sign 
language teacher was consulted to write her success 
story, which reflects a bright aspect of a project provid-
ing livelihood services to the most vulnerable women 
and girls in Yemen.

Disability, Orphanhood, and Violence:
Shaima lived a three-dimensional tragedy. As a child, 
she was bullied because of her disability, and her 
father, who had always stood by her, passed away pre-
maturely. As an adult, she experienced violence rooted 
in social dynamics.
Yemen is among the countries experiencing high levels 
of violence against women due to social, cultural, 
economic, and other factors. This serious phenomenon 
has been exacerbated by the humanitarian crisis the 
country is experiencing as a result of the conflict. 
Shaima, 23, found herself isolated from society, and 
her mental state was deteriorating. However, like 
others who are deaf and mute, she possesses a sharp 
intellect and keen insight, a gift from God to compen-
sate for her inability to hear and speak.
According to her conversation with a sign language 
interpreter, she noticed some women and girls fre-
quenting a safe space run by HUMAN ACCESS in 
Marib Al-Wadi. This space is part of a project providing 
livelihood services to the most vulnerable women and 

girls in Yemen, funded by the United Nations Popu-
lation Fund (UNFPA). Shaima sensed, with genuine 
conviction, that this place was working to support and 
protect women, so she decided to go there in search 
of safety and care. The staff at the safe space realized 
that behind this young woman lay a story of suffering, 
and with the help of a sign language interpreter, they 
were able to understand her struggles and aspirations.
The safe space for women and girls immediately began 
playing its vital role in rehabilitating and empowering 
her. Despite the challenging circumstances, success 
was achieved, transforming Shaima into a success 
story and an inspiration to many others.

Psychological Support and Vocational Training: 
Due to a life of deprivation, domestic violence, and 
societal neglect, Shaima desperately needed relief 
from the psychological trauma she suffered to be able 
to move forward. Therefore, providing psychological 
support was the first priority.
After assessing her talents and abilities, she was 
trained in sewing to set her on a path to success and 
contribution. The trainer gave her special attention, 
and because Shaima is quick-witted, she was able to 
acquire the skills of this craft, which is in high demand 
in the local job market. After completing her vocational 
training, she was provided with a sewing machine and 
its accessories, enabling her to work from home and 
earn a living. To further enhance her skills, she was 
selected for an additional training course in October 
2025. Now, Shaima sews clothes with great passion, 
showcasing her creations that reveal creativity and pro-
fessionalism. She has been able to provide for herself, 
her mother, and her two sisters, who share the same 
disability. She has become a beacon of hope thanks to 
the Livelihood Services Project for the Most Vulnerable 
Women and Girls in Yemen. This project, based on 
principles of social responsibility, contributes to em-
powering people with disabilities, improving their lives, 
and helping them integrate into society, thus creating 
an inclusive community in line with the Sustainable 
Development Goals.
Commenting on this humanitarian support, Shaima told 
the sign language interpreter that she has come to love 
life. She added that she no longer needs help from oth-
ers and is no longer as afraid as before. She aspires to 
own a large sewing workshop and is ready to train any 
woman with a similar disability in the art of sewing.

Young Shaima: 
Empowerment Overcomes Disability

Success

Story
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